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DETAILED ACTION 



Claims Rejections-35 USC-102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 



2. Claims 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102 (e) as being anticipated by 
Chu (U.S. Pub. No. 2004/0148221 A1). 



In regard to claim 1, with reference to Figure 6 and 19, Chu [U.S. Pub. No. 
2004/0148221 A1] discloses a game system for providing a local edition of an online 
game [0002], the game system comprising: 

• A game device [1 55 of Figure 6]; 

• A game server in communication with the game device [0009]; the game server 
comprising: 

• A processor [line 4 of paragraph 0086]; and 

• A storage device in communication with the processor, the storage device storing 
instruction adapted to be executed by the processor for [0085]: 
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• Receiving from the game device an indication of a geographic location [Figure 
19] and [0010]. 

• Determining game content based on geographic location [Figure 19] and [0010]. 
In view of examiner, the geographic information of Figure 19 can be used by 
sponsors to advertise their items to local users. Furthermore, the advertisement 
is interpreted as game content as it's displayed on the screen of a gaming 
device. It's further made clear in lines 4-9 of paragraph [0040]. 

• Transmitting the game content to the game device [line 4 of paragraph 0010], 
and 

• Determining at least one product guarantee to offer a player based on the 
geographic location [lines 1-17 of paragraph 0040]. 

In regard to claim 2, with reference to Figure 6, Chu [U.S. Pub. No. 
2004/0148221 A1] discloses a game system as discussed in rejection of claim 1, 
further comprising: 

• A second storage device in communication with the game server [lines 5-15 of 
paragraph 0035], 

• The second storage device storing data that identifies a plurality of prize 
sponsors in which each prize sponsor of the plurality of prize sponsors is 
associated with respective geographic data, and in which each prize sponsor of 
the plurality of prize sponsor is associated with at least one respective product 
guarantee [0042]. In view of examiner, Chu mentioning plurality of products 
indicates different prize sponsors. Furthermore, Chu mentions that a user may 
request more information regarding an advertised product in lines 1-11 of 
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paragraph 0040. In view of examiner, this information could be used to request 
geographic information of an advertised product. Chu also mentions local and 
remote users in lines 1-6 of paragraph 0040, which points to display of 
geographic information of advertised products. 
In regard to claim 3, with reference to Figure 6, Chu [U.S. Pub. No. 
2004/0148221 A1] discloses a game system as discussed in rejection of claim 1, in 
which determining the at least one product guarantee to offer the player [lines 1-17 of 
paragraph 0040] comprises: 

• Identifying a local prize sponsor from the plurality of prize sponsor [0042] based 
on the geographic location [lines 3-6 of paragraph 0040] and the respective 
geographic data associated with each prize sponsor [lines 6-9 of paragraph 
0040]. Chu mentions local user relative to advertised product in lines 4-5 of 
paragraph 0040, however request for further information in lines 6-9 of 
paragraph 0040 could also be interpreted as request for geographic information. 

• Determine a product guarantee to offer the player [lines 1-17 of paragraph 
0040] 

• In which the product guarantee is associated with local prize sponsor [lines 4-5 
of paragraph 0040]. 

In regard to claim 4, with reference to Figure 3, 6 and 19, Chu [U.S. Pub. No. 
2004/0148221 A1] discloses a method [lines 1-9 of paragraph 0010] comprising: 

• Determining a geographic data (i.e. location) that is associated with a user (i.e. 
game player) [Figure 19] and [lines3-4 of paragraph 0010], 
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• Determining at least one game element based on the geographic data [lines 1- 
17 of paragraph 0040] and [lines 3-12 of paragraph 0043]. In view of 
examiner, reference to local user in paragraph 0040 means that game elements 
are based on geographic data. Furthermore, Chu mentions in paragraph 0043 
that advertisers may require game players to match a preferred profile to view 
specific advertisements, which could also be interpreted as geographic 
information. 

• Initiating a game for the user, the game including the at least one game element 
[0010] 

• Determining a price level for the user [lines 11-14 of paragraph 0040]. In view 
of examiner points accumulation based on game play directly refers to price level 
as meant in current application in consideration for patent. 

• Determine whether to provide at least one product guarantee to the user based 
on the price level [lines 1-17 of paragraph 0040] and [lines 3-12 of paragraph 
0043], and 

• Providing the user with at least one product guarantee [lines 1-17 of paragraph 
0040]. 

In regard to claim 5, with reference to Figure 6, Chu [U.S. Pub. No. 
2004/0148221 A1] discloses determining the price level of the user comprises: 

• Increasing the price level based on play of the game by user [lines 1 1 -14 of 
paragraph 0040]. Chu has clearly mentioned points accumulation based on 
game play, which means points would increase based on performance of a 
player in the game. 
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In regard to claim 6, with reference to Figure 6, Chu [U.S. Pub. No. 
2004/0148221 A1] discloses display of an indication of the price level to the user [lines 
11-14 of paragraph 0040]. It's common knowledge in gaming art to have meters to 
indicate different criteria like player account, player accumulated credits based on 
his/her performance etc. Therefore, it's clear from aforementioned reference in 
rejection of this claim that Chu's invention would inherently have indication of 
accumulated points based on game play. 

In regard to claim 7, with reference to Figure 6, Chu [U.S. Pub. No. 
2004/0148221 A1] discloses display of the price level using a price meter [lines 11-14 
of paragraph 0040]. It's common knowledge in gaming art to have meters to indicate 
different criteria like player account, player accumulated credits based on his/her 
performance etc. Therefore, it's clear from aforementioned reference that Chu's 
invention would inherently have price meter or credit meter. 

In regard to claim 8, with reference to Figure 6, Chu [U.S. Pub. No. 
2004/0148221 A1] discloses a price level comprising of credit amount [lines 11-14 of 
paragraph 0040]. In view of examiner, reference of "points" in aforementioned 
reference of Chu's invention refers to credit amount. 

In regard to claim 9, claim 4 has been rejected above. Chu [U.S. Pub. No. 
2004/0148221 A1] further discloses the price level comprises a price [lines 6-12 of 
paragraph 0064] and [lines 11-14 of paragraph 0040]. In view of examiner, reference 
to cash and dollar amount of coupon makes it clear that the price level includes price. 

In regard to claim 10, claim 4 has been rejected above. Chu's disclosure in 
lines 10-14 of paragraph 0040 indicates that Chu's invention includes determining a 
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purchase amount for the at least one product guarantee and receiving the purchase 
amount from the user. 

In regard to claim 11, claim 10 has been rejected above. Chu's disclosure in 
lines 10-14 of paragraph 0040 indicates that Chu's invention includes determining 
purchase amount based on the price level. In view of examiner, reference to "points 
accumulation" in aforementioned reference means that price level would be different 
from purchase amount based on how many points have been accumulated at that point. 
Therefore, purchase amount will be determined based on the price level. Furthermore, 
reference to "coupon for $1" in paragraph 0063 also refers to difference between price 
level and purchase amount. As in this case, purchase amount will be coupon amount 
deducted from original price of item. 

In regard to claim 12, claim 10 has been rejected above. Chu's method further 
comprises: 

• determining target price [lines 10-14 of paragraph 0040]. In view of 
examiner, Chu's method inherently has determination of target price as his 
invention disclose purchase of an item in aforementioned reference. 

• Subtracting the price level from the target price to determine the purchase 
amount [ines 10-14 of paragraph 0040]. In view of examiner, reference to 
"points accumulation" in aforementioned reference means that price level 
would be different from purchase amount based on how many points have 
been accumulated at that point. Therefore, purchase amount will be 
determined based on the price level. Furthermore, reference to "coupon for 
$1" in paragraph 0063 also refers to difference between price level and 
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purchase amount. As in this case, purchase amount will be coupon amount 
deducted from original price of item. 
In regard to claim 13, claim 4 has been rejected above. Chu's disclosure further 
comprise at least one of: 

• An indication of a merchant [lines 2-8 of paragraph 0067]. Reference to 
"Brand of engine oil" in line 5 of paragraph 0063 further makes indication of 
merchant clear. 

• A representation of a product [line 5 of paragraph 0063] 

• A price of a product [lines 10-11 of paragraph 0040]. 

• A question about a price of a product [lines 6-9 of paragraph 0040]. In view 
of examiner information requested in aforementioned paragraph could include 
request for price information. 

• Indication of a location of the user [lines 6-9 of paragraph 0040]. 

In regard to claim 14, claim 4 has been rejected above. Chu's invention further 
comprises determining a plurality of offers based on the geographic data[lines 1-17 of 
paragraph 0040] and [lines 3-12 of paragraph 0043]. In view of examiner, reference 
to local user in paragraph 0040 means that game elements are based on geographic 
data. Furthermore, Chu mentions in paragraph 0043 that advertisers may require game 
players to match a preferred profile to view specific advertisements, which could also be 
interpreted as geographic information. 

In regard to claim 15, claim 4 has been rejected above. Chu's invention further 
comprises transmitting respective indications of a plurality of products to the user [lines 
14-23 of paragraph 0045]. 
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In regard to claim 16, claim 4 has been rejected above. Chu's invention also 
includes displaying a showcase of products to the user [0002 and lines 1-9 of 
paragraph 0052]. Furthermore, reference to "billboard" in paragraph 0040 also refers 
to showcase type display. 

In regard to claim 17, claim 4 has been rejected above. Chu's invention further 
comprises determination whether to provide at least one product guarantee to the user 
comprising determining, based on the price level, how many products guarantee the 
user is eligible to receive [lines 1-17 of paragraph 0040]. Furthermore, Chu makes 
availability of some advertisements based on points achieved in lines 30-43 of 
paragraph 0070 and lines 7-12 of paragraph 0043 more clear. 

In regard to claim 18, claim 4 has been rejected above. Chu's invention further 
includes receiving a payment from the user in exchange for the at least one product 
guarantee [lines 10-11 of paragraph 0040] and [lines 1-4 of paragraph 0046]. 

In regard to claim 19, claim 4 has been rejected above. Chu's invention further 
includes method of determining an amount to charge the user for the at least one 
product guarantee [lines 10-11 of paragraph 0040] and [lines 1-4 of paragraph 
0046]. In view of examiner, user must know the price of an itep to purchase where 
purchase and methods of purchase have been disclosed in aforementioned references. 

In regard to claim 20, with reference to Figure 3, 6 and 19, Chu [U.S. Pub. No. 
2004/0148221 A1] discloses a method [lines 1-9 of paragraph 0010] comprising: 
• Determining a geographic data (i.e. location) that is associated with a player 

[Figure 19] and [lines3-4 of paragraph 0010], 
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• Determining plurality of game element based on the geographic data [lines 1-17 
of paragraph 0040] and [lines 3-12 of paragraph 0043]. In view of examiner, 
reference to local user in paragraph 0040 means that game elements are based 
on geographic data. Furthermore, Chu mentions in paragraph 0043 that 
advertisers may require game players to match a preferred profile to view 
specific advertisements, which could also be interpreted as geographic 
information. 

• Initiating a game [0010]; 

• Determining a price level of the player in the game [lines 1 1-14 of paragraph 
0040]. In view of examiner points accumulation based on game play directly 
refers to price level as meant in current application in consideration for patent. 

• Determine, based on the price level, whether to allow the player to select at least 
one product guarantee from the plurality of product guarantees [lines 1-17 of 
paragraph 0040]. 

• Receiving and indication of a selection by the player of at least one product 
guarantee [lines 10-17 of paragraph 0040]. 

In regard to claim 21, with reference to Figure 6 and 19, Chu [U.S. Pub. No. 
2004/0148221 A1] discloses a game method [lines 1-2 of paragraph 0010] 

comprising: 

• Determining location data that is associated with a customer (i.e game player) 
[Figure 19] and [lines3-4 of paragraph 0010], 

• Initiating a game based on the location data [0010]; 
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• Determining that the customer is eligible to receive at least one product 
guarantee based on play of the game by the customer [lines 1-17 of paragraph 
0040] and [lines 3-12 of paragraph 0043]. 

• Determine whether the customer accepts at least one product guarantee [lines 
10-17 of paragraph 0040] and 

• If the customer accepts at least one product guarantee, transmitting redemption 
information to customer, the redemption information including an indication of the 
at least one product guarantee [Iines10-17 of paragraph 0040] and [lines 9-16 
of paragraph 0047]. 

In regard to claim 22, claim 21 has been rejected with reference to Chu's 
publication above. Chu further teaches the redemption information comprising 
information about a printable certificate [lines 12-16 of paragraph 0047] and [lines 15- 
16 of paragraph 0052]. 

In regard to claim 23, claim 21 has been rejected with reference to Chu's 
publication above. Chu further discloses the redemption information comprising a prize 
code [0052]. In view of examiner, certificates would inherently have prize code for 
information to the merchant. 

In regard to claim 24, claim 21 has been rejected with reference to Chu's 
publication above. Chu's teachings further comprise storing an indication of distribution 
of the at least one product guarantee to the customer [lines 1-17 of paragraph 0040]. 

In regard to claim 25, claim 21 has been rejected with reference to Chu's 
publication above. Chu further discloses receiving a request from a merchant to 
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validate a product guarantee [lines 10-17 of paragraph 0040]. In view of examiner, a 
player is guaranteed an item if he can buy it. 

In regard to claim 26, claim 25 has been rejected with reference to Chu's 
publication above. Chu further discloses determination whether the product guarantee 
is valid [lines 10-17 of paragraph 0040]. In view of examiner, Chu's invention 
inherently has method of validation of product guarantee as in aforementioned 
reference a customer is able to buy a product through several methods. 

In regard to claim 27, claim 26 has been rejected with reference to Chu's 
publication above. Chu further discloses determination whether the product guarantee is 
valid [lines 10-17 of paragraph 0040]. In view of examiner, Chu's invention inherently 
has method of validation of product guarantee as in aforementioned reference a 
customer is able to buy a product. Furthermore, credit monetary transaction would 
require validation confirmation and thus been incorporated in this application. 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Koenig (U.S. Pat. No. 7, 054, 831 B2) discloses system and 
method for combining interactive game with interactive advertising. Kim (U.S. Pat. No. 
6, 928, 414 B1) teaches of advertisements method using game program on the internet 
and method for executing the game having the advertisement according to the 
advertisement method. Heckel (U.S. Pat. No. 6, 036, 601) teaches method for 
advertising over computer network utilizing virtual environment of games. Goldberg et al 
(U.S. Pat. No. 6, 712, 702 B2) discloses method and system for playing games on a 
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network. Goldberg et al (U.S. Pat. No. 6, 183, 366 B1) teaches of network gaming 
system to provide interactive advertising on a communication network. Kelly et al (U.S. 
Pat. No. 5, 816, 918) discloses a prize redemption system for games. Laurie (U.S. Pub. 
No. 2002/0143619 A1) teaches system and method for winning discount. Kelly et al 
(U.S. Pub. No. 2002/0077169 A1) discloses prize redemption system for games 
executed over a wide area network. Fuchs (U.S. Pat. No. 6, 970, 833 B1) discloses 
internet lottery method and system. Vance (U.S. Pat. No. 6, 267, 672 B1) teaches of 
product sales enhancing internet game system. Willis et al (U.S. Pub. No. 
2006/0128469 A1) discloses online video game advertising system and method 
supporting multiplayer ads. Ozer et al (U.S. Pat. No. 7, 136, 871 B2) teaches methods 
and systems for selectively displaying advertisements. Eggleston et al (U.S. Pat. No. 7, 
054, 830 B1) discloses system and method for incentive programs and award 
fulfillment. 

4. An inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from 
the examiner be directed to Javed Iqbal whose telephone number is 571-270-3214. 
The examiner can normally be reached between 7:50 am - 5:00 pm. If attempts to 
reach examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, George 
Nguyen can be reached at 571-272-4491 . The fax phone number for the organization 
where the application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. Information regarding 
the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application Information 
Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published application may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished application 
is available through private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
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see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you have any questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (USA or CANADA) or 
571-272-1000. 





Javed Iqbal 
June 8, 2007 



